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THE GERMAN NOTE.AVICTORY FOR CIVILIZATION
By ISAAC DON LEVINE

GERMANV'S latest mo\c it a ritt
for civilization. It opens the e

of the short-sighted democrai

af the world to the real mission of Pr

(¿jusm. I' make? all progressive hum
u res!'.' the full extent of the dan;

"foofronting it to-day.

¦jije i-loi« of hypocrisy and deceit

«¿ich the Teuton up to the present
«jdtxj before the neutral nations is n

. ijopped for good. He has been forced

Maje oorl 'he open and show his fa

y¡ weapon and his aims.

This h ** Ictory for his opponents, i

it is far easier to fight the ugly heast wh

|t» is expo.1*'; in his true light than wh

h»is hidden under a misleading mask.

tea«, with ill grace that the Prussian wc

hitherto the mask of humanity forced up

(¿m by outsider». The label of law a

light fastened to him by the United Stat

sjid ill becont" the natural champion
savagery and piracy. Germany's new«

art is really the logical secpience to and i

luit of her career.

The near-sighted American diplomac
(ar removed from the scene of Prussii

Ktivity. was unable to discern in time tl

real role of Germany among: the demo

racies of Europe. One could perhaps u;

.erstand why the American people, as

«hole, did not realize the full meaning «

Prussianism even after the outbreak of tl

Iff, v.hcn one recalls that for forty yeai

tw democracies of Europe themselvi
failed to identify the wolf in their ver

BjjÉt
France, the nation within a moment

reach of the beast's claws, was the nest c

Mü-iT.iliUrism in Europe on the eve o

t«twar. (heat Britain, the mother of di

taKracy, dreamed of disarmament, jeere
«.earnings and was unprepared when th

«.rucian struck Europe. Russian democ

Mcy. which is now prosecuting the war fo¡

Eussia. was the mest pacifist public bodj
on earth. Is there any wonder, then, thai
the United State?, thousands of mile:

away, could not be persuaded into believ

ing. even after Germany's treatment o!

Belgium, »hat a dark mediaeval power-
Prussian ism.bad come into the world t<

ifrtroy the very foundations of civiliza

t»R ard of this Rej,uhiic's institutiens anc

BBBSB.

Let not intelligent American? deceiv«
themie/ es and claim that the great Amer¬

itan people .¦ornprebeitd the :?»ue» at stake

b the *rreat war. The vast majority ol

¡the Am* r,i an nation, whose true repre-

aflstathr« is President Wilson, have utter'y
f»il«d . omprehend them. President

1'ilior, the true servant of hi.- people, has

»rted accordingly during the last thirty
nonthr.

Welcomed Wolf to the Fold

hia a la the President has in-

.mbed to the historj of mankind the

iOeage't ci ",d»mnatioii of present-flay di
«ocrsry. II«- has befriended the outcast

.f toe r rai e, the foe of democracy.

the power whose very existence is devotei
to the extermination of civilization. M
has, in the name of the American peoplr
who empowered him to do so, patted th«
Prussian fiend on his back, labelled him a

the friend and champion of justice an«

right, lulled him into a temporary caln
with sweet words and assurances.

Hut the Prussian demon would not turr

into an angel. The wolf cannot go on for
ever playing the role of the lamb. Besides
this role proved of no value to the beast

Fortunately, the Allies were not deceive«

by the German tricks. It was only th«
neutral world, especially America, thai
took them with any degree of seriousnesi
at all. And Prussianism. in its true form

has now come dut to make its last and mosl

desperate attempt to achieve its origina!
objects and purposes.

The American people are finally to bt
disillusioned of their conception of Ger¬

many. And with disillusionment there will
come a fuller realization of the tremen¬

dously vital issues at stake in the world

struggle. The United States will soon

perceive that its neutrality up to the pres¬
ent was a disgrace to the principles on

which this Republic was founded. For no

wider, deeper and more clear-cut difference
has ever developed in the history or hu¬

manity than the one existing between the
ideals and interests of America and Ger¬

many.
Germany's latest step is therefore a dis¬

tinct gain to the cause of democracy and
civilization because it. discloses in an un¬

mistakable manner to the a^rrrerican people
the real character of the struggle now

going on in Europe. The series of per¬
fidious and brutal deeds committed by Ger¬

many since the beginning of the war will
now appear in their true light. And
.America will finally recognize the absolute
incompatibility in this world of Prussian¬
ism and democracy.
America stands ¡or democracy, civiliza¬

tion and right Her joining the ranks of

Germany's opponents would mean more

than the physical addition of a member to

the Allies. It would mean more than the
possible shortening of the war and the
saving of many human lives. It would
mean, above all, the creation of a basis for

;thc future security of mankind from war.

Whether it be a League to Enforce
Peace or some other combination of pow-
ers. it is practically agreed among the
world's statesmen that some kind of feder¬

ation of nation.- wiil dominate the world

after the conclusion of peace. This feder¬

ation will guarantee permanent peace on

earth. America's joining the Allies would
«.reate the nucleus for such a federation.

To-day the world is divi led into three

distinct section.».the Allies, the Central

Powers and the neutral nations. While

the Allies are admittedly the stronge-, oi
".he three force?, it is doubtful if they could

-.vithstand the combined pressure of th"

other two sections. But Germany's move

will now isolate the (entra! Powers com¬

pletely.
Once the United States join» the Allies,

Prussianism Sheds Its Cloak of Hypocrisy and Bares to

the World Its «Aims, Thereby Laying Itself Open to

Fxtermination.What the United States Has
in Its Power to Accomplish

the probability is that South America a

Spain will follow suit. The New and I

Old Worlds would thus be welded togeth
The remaining neutrals would b? of

consequence. The Allies, having beco

¦ tremendous combination, would prac

tally constitute the League to Enfoi
Peace. Germany's punishment would,
course, become a certainty.

America's joining the Allie« wruld al

mean a closer union with Japan, which
a member of the same alliance. The t'

would participate in the same Peace Co

ference which will settle the world's tro

blesome problems. The same holds true

America's relations with Russia Thi

would become much more intimrte ai

would undoubtedly lead to the conclusi«
of a new treaty on base« favorable to t]

United States.
There il another important factor

connection with this country's role as

member of the. Allie.«. America'.; membe

ship would guarantee a just solution <

Europe's many painful questions. Tl
* rinciple of nationality would find i

America its heartiest supporter. The oj

pressed race« and peoples would partici
larly welcome America's participation i

the Peace Conference.
The Jews, Armenians, Poles, Irisl

Czechs and other nationalities would fin

in the United State.* their best and mo?

powerful champion. The various element

making up America's national body woub

with justice demand of this nation that i

take a determined stan«l in reference t

the vexing problems of Europe's mino

nations. And there can be no doubt tha

America would Use all its influence ii

favor of a radical but wholesome vecon

fcttuction of the world's future política
and even economic life

World Domination Prussian An«;

To understand fully the character of th«
war it is well for America, at this turning
point in human history, to go back to the

origin of the titanic conflict. Prussia aimed
at world domination. This aim was to lit

achieved through an alliance of the "three

Emperors." German, Austrian and Rus¬

sian. Germany controlled Austria politi¬
cally. Germany's influence in Russia was

at one time so powerful a« to bring Prus¬

sia's designs near to realisation.
For Russia and Germany, as far as the

ruling classes were concerne«!, ha* e been

closely affiliated for generations. His¬

torically and politically the governments of

the twi) nations had much in common. The
lin -tan Czar, according to the Undings of

one historian, has in his veins only a small
fraction of Slav blood, as compared with

German. His present wife is German

Most of his family are married to German

princes and princesses. The functionaries
and counsellors at the court are largely
men and women of German extraction
The bureaucracy is full of men and women

of German origin or German sympathie»
The whole governmental inarhine was be¬
fore the war permcat"d with, if not «lorn
nated by. Prussiam.-m. Among all the

great powers of Europe official German*,
came nearest to official Russia in spirit,
This fact alone would have sufficed to
create a bond of mutual affection lietween
Russia and Germany.

But besides the historical and political
bonds that existed between the two power».
there oame into existence in recent years a

¡new bond, the economic bond, (ierniany
had made gigantic strides in the field of
industrial progrès». Germany was suc¬

cessfully competing with Great Britain in

the realm of international commerce.

Great Britain had her vast colonial pos¬
sessions from which to draw raw mate¬

rials. Germany has found in Russia a

¡substitute for that del;n«|Uency in her sys¬
tem. Bo Germany invaded Russia eco¬

nomically. She monopolized Russian trade

legally and ¡¡legally. Her commerce with
Russia surpassed that of all other nations
combined.

Germany hau th« advantage also of ter¬

ritorial proximity. She drew on Russia's
vast timber wealth, which was floated

down directly into Germany from the

Pripet forest belt along a system of river.'.

Germany got this timber at ridiculously
low prices. She drew on Russia's bread
Uaaaurifs, cattl»: reserve.', in constantly
increasing quantities. She paid for all
raw materials bought in Russia much
lower prices than her competitors paid for
the same materials bought in Russia or

eisewherc. She therefore could afford to

compete with France and Great Britain.
The competition wa- at tin expense of en-

-iaveil Russia.

Secret of Germany's Pow»r

Thé saerti of Getstuutjf'é powei sud
:rwwflail <" tht West is ta be fausta in har

\dealiiif/.< with the Fast. Germany had
thus cemented her old political influence on

¡Russia with a newer economic domination.
Political and commercial Germany were

working hand in hand for the attainment

|ol the Hoheiizollern ambition» of coiU'uest

and world dominion.
But, if Germany ami Russia an I

Iclo.-ely bonded, how «i i 1 ¡I eotJM to pass
that th< taro »!ii'u!«l fight each other'.' If
Russia's ruling cla».-c.- WOK friendly t<>

Germany, how did they com«- to be cngaucil

¡i. .1 war again 'icimany? The answei

to these question* ¡i based chiefly on ai

economic factor.

This economic factor was a result of th«
mentioned economic invasion of Russia b*j
Germany. Germany failed to make thi:
invasion complet». While she capturée
more ¡han half 0Í Russia's trade, «he faile«
to pour capital, to make investments, if
Russia. She failed to «In so O« i-i/tis« xht «'"<
/««> Idle eopital.
(iermany's commercial and industrial de

velopment was in full swing and had noi

iea«hed yet its apogee. She needed al
the capital she could accumulate for fur
ther military and industrial expansion. Al
her financial surpluses went into her en

tcrprises along these line«. And there
were none to spare. Germany had not yel
had time to become a money-lending natior
like France or Great Britain.

In this respect her position was similar
to that of the United States before the out¬
break ol the war. While she could send
her commercial agents to wind around the
globe the nets of her commerce, German*,
«.mil«! not Bend abroad her investors tc
build factories, construct railroads, or lend
money to foreign governments from ptirelj
business points of new. Whenever such
cam occurred they were on a smsll scale
and promoted by the German government
for «liplomatic or strategic reasons. Ger¬
many v.a.« therefore compelled to suffer
the entrance of French. British and Bel¬
gian capital into the economic arena of
Ru.ssia.
What this entrance meant in its ulti¬

mate effects i.« now illustrated by the war.

It meant the destruction of Germany's
plans for world conquest based on the alli¬
ance of the "three Emperors." It meant
closer relations between Russia and France
and Great Britain.

French Break Germany's Grip

France had seven billion dollars invested
in Russia at the outbreak of the war. Bel¬
gium and Great Britain probably had a

like amount sunk in Russian investments.
For more than a decade France supplied
the Russian government with funds to

.o\er her «hronic detieits. For more than
h quarter of a century Belgium an»! Eng-
land have been financing Russian munici¬

palities in their instalment of modern sew¬

er, transportation, light, telephone and
oth' r iy**ten

Hundreds of millions were sunk in Si¬
ll« rian and Ural mines, in Caucasian oil
held.«. Steam, ¡up lines and factories were

built on foreipn capital. The charge has
b«»en made against the investors that they
were but instruments in the hands of their

respective governments in the promotion of

their political design..
But the fact is that France, Beltnum and

(.rent Britain invested in Russia originally
ami primarily because it paid. It was

business, pure and simple. To this thi
scale of the investments made testifies. Nc

jrovernment encouragements or urging*
could induce capital to invest in a countrj
such vast sums as France and Great Brit
ain have invested in Russia. It was only
when Germany's growing military organ¬
ization became a distinct menace, when
Germany's ruling caste grew aggressive
and insolent, that republican France began
encouraging loans to autocratic Russia, in
order to win the friendship of that nation
and alienate l.c-r from the Teutons.

For a time France had incurred the en¬

mity of the Russian people for this. But
to France it was a life measure, a case of
self-protection, of safety first. French
capita! has thus created a gulf between
Russia and Germany, a gulf considerably
widened by French diplomacy. It is
French. Belgian and British capital in¬
vested in Russia that constitutes the eco¬

nomic factor responsible for the sever¬

ance of the bonds which existed between
Germany and Russia.
The real origin of the war is thus re¬

vealed through a review of the Germano-
Russian relations. Germany saw her

grip on Russia menaced from two sides,
economic and political. And the reten¬
tion of this grip was essential to her in¬
dustrial as well as political greatness.
Germany dreamed of an alliance of the
three Emperors," Russian, Austrian and
German. Such an alliance could domi¬
nate the world. And who but Germany
would dominate the alliance'.'
And Germany was indeed very near to

the realization of such a rôle. She had
Austria under her complete control. She
enslaved Russia economically and domi¬
nated her politically. But, through the
interference of French and other capital
¡and Russia's national aspirations in the
Balkans, Germany su«l«ienîy found herself
'facing the probability of letting Russia
¡slip from her grip. The solution pre¬
sented itself in a sudden and effective
-blow at Russia. Great. Britain would

stay neutral. France would be crushed
in a few weeks. Then Russia will be
cowed into submission. Her sentimental
Slavism will lie killed: She will no longer
indulge in dreaming of the Dardanelles.
Humbled again, ten years after the dis¬
graceful defeats at the hands of Japan,
Russia will conclude a peace that will ex¬

tend Germany's hold on hei.

Junherism Expected Brief War

That such was the origin of the war is

¡also the view of the German Socialist
minority expres-ed in a manifesto sup-
pressed by the government. "Prussian

junkerism," says the manifesto, "expected
a joyous and gay war of six months at

the most; and for reward the elimination
¡of France from the ranks of the great
powers and an entente with Russia for a

common imperialistic policy; an alliance
of the three Emperors for the domina¬
tion of the world." Russia, through her

Germanophile bureaucracy and nobility,
was to become an agency in the hands of

Germany in the realization of her auda¬
cious plan: a world dominated and ruled

by the ehoOM race- the Teutons.
But Germany's plans miscarried. Great

Britain entered the conflict in tim«». real¬
izing early the ominous significance of.

Prussia's declarstion of war. And ther
Russia did not act as Germany expect**«1
her to do. It is true. Germany succeeded
in administering to Russ'a a severe beat

ing. The staggering blow of IPli in Po¬
land was sufficient to overthrow com¬

pletely any other nation but Russia. Ths

expected military collapse did not come.

Germany, however, strained all her ef¬
forts and energies to bring about a eepa-
rate peace between Russia and tho Central
Powers through underground activity and
influence. The Prussian agents in Rus¬
sian high spheres were put to work in
the Czar's court. There were time« when

they were almost successful in their mis¬
sion. When the full history of the war

«.onies to be written humanity will be told
how dangerously near and imminent
seemed at times a separate peace between

Russia and the Teutons.

The power that prevented the disaster
was the Russian democracy. This factor
was never considered by the Prussians.
But the Russian people's service to the
cause of civilization is hardly realized
throughout the world. For it was then
loyalty to the Allies, their trust in the
cause of the Allies, their hopes f«»r a bet
ter Russia through the Allie*)' victor*,', that
made the Russian peopie stand up as one

man for the fullest prosecution of the war.

When Qermany discovered, a short time
rgo, that her machinations in Russia have
been blocked by a tremendous new force,
she turned to the West. Her agents and

propagandists began to tell the world that

¡Russia was no European nation, that her
'proper pla'c was in Asia, that the future
'««liance of the world is to be a combination
of (Germany. Great Britain and the United
States.

This was intended for Gnat Britain.

¡Germany did not MOMcd Í0 tearing Russia
away from the A Diet. She tried next to

separate ('teat Britain from them. But
the result was the same. The ranks of the
Allies were found to be solid and united.

The Final Peace Man.uvre

Then came Germany's last peace man¬

oeuvre. For that was all her p*ar ) pro¬
posal amounted to It never iva* intended
!as a serious move. For we now seo that
while Germany was talking peace to *

credulous neutral worl»! she was élaborât
ing her plans for ruthlesss sea warfare.
Germany's proposed peace was to b»>

such as to allow her to save her skin and
to prepare for a second and more »ucees*«»

ful thrust «at democracy and civilization.
Put, the Allies would not be deceived. They
understood her objects but too well, and
remained adamant an«i determined And
then Germany chose the path that wa¬

llers, that was hi kcepitit: with her cav»«er

of frightfillness and inhumanity
There seems nothing left for this nation

and the othe- neutrals to do but to join
the Allies in their heroic rombat against
Prussianism. The issue in thi« struggle
stands now, more than ever before, in all
its clearness and distinctness. It is an

issue upon which the future of humanity
hinges. No more vital and profound issue

has been raised in human hi«tory for COM

turies. Democracy and autocracy, drill
/.ation and barbarism, right and might are

the two mortally opposed forces in thi«
struggle.

A NIGHT IN A MUCH BOMBARDED FRENCH CITY
at. fir -,, Benjamin, the laurrat< 0/ lA-O

.¦Vfwi-A. »x>i « /,-.</ f/<e rniiater interpreter
»<¦ has erected

ufro.ni' ,,'wj a 1 recently t* a Freneh
tila «... f¿B4j| ,///!>/, û Hnh](rtt<¡

h' bombardment by the Ger
*.*$, net far . eV <.¦/../ reaao on» *""V
/.-set ssafites 0/ /«v/iV' and "'."'"' ''.

«,,r> ./',-«.'. /.''" "' '. "''¦

**.«#% «V. 0*rn;oant«J «-A."- ""' «-¦» "".

¦«ai«Bjrpert«4»aj«<BB ai etntajri íAera ora "'"'

ehetrceterioticaUy >< <d "«V'"
*/. ßt.;,, . . j bo'* ,, poal '""' "

,rn\i,'. Hi
aUttni ¦'/ (A4 ./m >,in¡ roOV."Hi:r*

ing of trugoay ">"

*»Ír.ef SUeh n tl . '"" ' ' " ''

/«".«á «o <./, ,,.,., .. ,,, thé eeVUvr of a
I BJJI

\\T '* ' »T'!'-* away from Pi
Vf Ihere la no doubt about it, ho took

I <\ iáfawit being, whether he

Jj bjaaalling tabard soma tranquil pfOT.
.** »hi'n ha« never hear«! the thuml'-r
.'the <»arnon or ia taking a train toward
Störte of war. At the Eastern railroad
f^wi. all those «ombre aoMkro, return-
¦Mf to th«: front, are a living advertisement

, »he misery oi the time. TiV voyage,
t**^ of ben,.; «"»uirk, beromesi all at,

*** .«'»r.lxingly slow, among the«*- men
.J uWp Jn .far Ui f^^
»si is under way aearoly SO hour when

*** «W« ir,*r> 4 country which «hoa*«. *'vi
***» of th») cruellaat aouwnirv Those

***.. l»-*h»d their advance tin« far, and
M »«il halrU so many dead ' I ha at-ation«.

í«s\ *"* *n th* }m9*áku*nU '*h!rh
.*» down srmiaa. The traveller, nib»

»** frost trntn th«» window pane
BBBBfl t. . .(CT? ''"^ "** armed rni-n «very'.¦f through the country a - ountry of

winter, in it- .-ctting of dull gray. Tl

night falls. It makes the eyelids lead«
and fills the heart with gloom. One rol
on. hi- soul perturbed and anxioui
toward the nene OÍ war.

Merely to name the name of the city
which I go calls up to the spirit a nob
though melancholy imag». A city stron

and b'-autiful, an honor to France, whi«

the enemy, without taking the slight«
risk, bombards from a distance-- «andal I

well as, coward.
The War Is Far Away

But when I arrive the night is so caln
i ene, so transparently clear, the moo

half full, the heavens studded with star;

that I breathe the pure, fresh air content

«.<lly and confidently. After many day
shroudc«) in fog, winter thus recompetiM'
us with certain invigorating,radiant nightf
which cheer us and refresh our f-.trength
Í reach the hotel, walking with a firn

itopi and say to myseif: "Well, after all
the war i«s pretty far away."

I remark to the porter, "Tilings are no'

bad here."
He snuffles, more sulky than frightene«:

in manner:

"Yet>. We can celebrate now. But by
and by there will be more shells."
"You don't mean it?"
Th«Ti, assuming that detached and tragic

air of the common people when they tell

you something startling, he narrate« what

ha" happened |*> a manner that would
have mad« m<* smile, if, Bl tin- i»h« of

those shelis wr-ytking whole bous»1, all

my sensibilities had not stood on edg»-.
"But," h»» concluded, "Monsieur has ar¬

rived after all is over."
"Is the hotel full?" I ask.
"Yes, and »here are many line p«-opí<-

To the right of you here is a colonel"
Then he leaves me in n cbamlter whic

.-eems cold and empty. Once under ni

Ik«1 covers. I gaze at the walls, the cci

ingi everywhere, and this idea comes t

me very distinctly: "A -hell smashing th
hotel would pulverize mo very neatly an

completely.*1
Finally this fixe«! idea wearies me an

I fall asleep.
In heaven's name! I fini! myself in

sitting posture, raise«! «i««t in my bed I«;
¦ frightful detonation.

"It they- the Boches," I pant.
But I am alive and in a room which i;

rtill intact. Not knowing what to do, per
haps out of cowardice, I hide myself undci
the covers, when a ringing in my ear make.
me jump out of bed. It is the telephone
At the same time it rings in the adjoin
ing room, ami I hear the colonel, wh<
prowls in peevish voice:

"Hello! Hello! Who is it?"
Bells in a Panic

I haven't time to laugh. All the belli-
in the house ring in choru«. It is an elec¬
tric panic a call sent out by the proprie¬
tor, who, in giving the alarm, pushes all
the buttons he can get his fingers on. So,

in «a« h chamber, there is literally a

reveillé.
Before the elevator entrance the propri¬

etor, very pah, makes h gesture with his
hand.

"There, there the cellar' Ge down

quickly "'

Th" civilians, frightened and obedient,
ruhh against on" anoth'T without shame,
and then feet clattering down the stons

step« ol th<- subterranean -tairrase nound
!il r the tumbling and roaring of a cas

lade.

When we find out -elvc« among the cask;
and the coal sacks the proprietor «ays
showing the arch over our hea»l«:
"There is nothing to toot. It is fort]

centimetres thick."
His guc.-ts recover their breath. And

among the bottles, they resume, in thi:
protective atmosplier«-. their attitude, sud
denly bei'i'm«1 conic, oí ediicated people »«i

the world*
'Pardon, Madame." "Extra c me. Mon

sieur."
The women, surprised in the disorder

of the night, lower their eye«, as if that
would prevent the men from remarkmp
¡that thi' most of them are very mediocre
and unattractive without ornaments or

make-up.
A gentleman with digni'icd whiskers

|trembles with the cold in his tight-fitting
pajamas. And an old man with a catarrh,

'his naked feet thrust into i Upper-, mut-
ters:
"Too bad! Too bad! Do you still hear

them?"
Then a representative of the wine trad«'

xpooMt up.

The Wine Man Speaks
"Ho you still hear them? You will hear

them all right. They will begin again.
The swine' I represent the wine trade,
Monsieur, an«! I don't propose to be shot
at like a rabbit. No, no; I shall not go

upstairs again. (An officer who i« pres¬
ent smiles.) And I don't «aie what any¬
one thinks aliout it."

"Monsieur," sa«d a .«tout fellow, «lio

Wore an otter cap, approaching the wine
salesman, "I agree with y«>i, and I rla«p
your han«l. 1 represent bhctiits "

"Ami ami how mu« li dees each d

charge like that cost'.'" asked the ol
man with the catarrh.

All these people, who are thus hi«iin
linder the earth and are in deadly fea
of being buried there forever, as soon a

the first danger passes recover thei
voices and firs expression to all thei
poor, vulgar and commonplace ideas, no\

COUie because they are so out of plact
And ore remain thus for two hours o

more, impatiently listening, gazing at on

another. Bighing, talking melancholy stu

pidities.
Finally the proprietor declares, witl

all the authoritative air «if a doctor o

divinity
"The Boches have gone to bed. Let u:

gO upstairs."
This one-man decision suffices. We al

obey. We climb up from the cellar. W«

go back to bed. Some of us fall asleep.

Two o'clock. I leap fmm my couch. In
the. street the steam siren is blowing.
th" siren of which they have told me at

great length, and whose notes some have

already henrd. This lamentable siren

fills the air. make- the window panes rat¬

tle, overwhelms the ear. It ha» a sinis¬
ter monotonousness, like the wind which
howls, and it seems to me all of a sudden
as if all the surrounding country were

warning the great city with I plaintive
cry, for over the surrounding country the

shell has already passed. Here it comes

now. I dirine it and draw in my shoul-
ders. But even before 1 can strike a

iight there il ¦ frightful explosion, sharp,
splitting, metallic, with a burst of flame
which blinds me. and a falling of ¦ thou
-and fragment- on the roof of the hotel.
With a bound 1 am in the corridor. All.

the guests rush out, dash, push, eras

against one another, hurry downstair
and hide. When we are again in the eel
lar we look at one another. All is th
same as before. A woman runs in fron
outside, dishevelled, crying:

"All the window panes of the pastr;
shop at the corner have been smashed."
Then the representative of the win«

trade, furious, his arms crossed, make:

jthis remark:
"Ah! Ah! They are in luck, thes«

pastry people."
"It is terrible," says the old man witl

the catarrh. "Why this f«»olisli «lestruc
tion? Well, it must cost them a good dea
for each cannon charge.''

"Twenty-live thousand francs."
"The cost.I don't care about the cost,'

said the ma.i of wines. "But this timt

they'll not have another chance at me,

I shall not go upstairs again under any
circumstances. You can tell me anything
you like!"

His threatening eye was fixed on the

proprietor, of whom the man with the
catarrh was asking:
"Are they going to begin all over

again7"
The stupid and foolish in man resumes

its away. The dignified gentleman with
whiskers trembles. The women are ugly.
I have a sense of bitterness. Two lovers,
looking scared and ill at ease, hold each
other's hands, propped against a barrel.
As for myself, I sit down on a bag of coal,
snapping my fingers both at men and
things, and try to get a little sleep.

Out oí the Cellar

What a long and stupid night we puss
[in the cellar! We go upstairs about '7,

o'clock, rumpled up, stiff, shivering, when
the daylight creeping in through the air¬
holes makes our fears and hesitations van¬

ish. The daylight.it is the best thing men
have. It is the real reason of their cour¬

age. The day gives them confidence; it
increases their manhood. \

But we are scarcely up the staircase
when a chambermaid crie;- :

"Listen! Yes! It is the tocsin."
"Hello! Something else! Bombs from

aeroplanes!"
This girl, giving the alarm, clings to

the wall, her mouth wide open. And at that
moment the colonel, my neighbor upstair*
the man whom I heard at the telephone,
whom we have riot BOOS ia the cellar, de¬
scends the stairs slowly and says, in s

tranquil voice:
"Mademoiselle, will you please go up

and look for my valise?"
She, terrified and stammering, an

swers :

"Yes. yes, Monsieur."
And she begins to mount the «tairs,

staggering and choking. The colonel rubs
his hands. He says to the proprietor:
"A nice little morning, is it not?"
"Yes. Oh, yes, Colonel. But have you

heard the bombardment?"
"There it is," answered the colonel.

"That's my music."
The proprietor whispers to me:

"He is inaonsible--a« insensible a -,

carpet. It is frightful!"
Frightful, but inspiring. 1 or on all of

us, who were just going to descend again
into the cellar, he suddenly imposes hi»

self-control. He gives us back our

strength and dignity Etta an«v.n»einu»

and admirable man.


